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Instruction to authors
Submission of a paper implies that it has not been published previously, that is not under con-

sideration for publication elsewhere, and that if accepted for the Acta Zoologica Hungarica, the au-
thors will transfer copyright to the Hungarian Academy of Sciences/the Hungarian Natural History
Museum as is customary. Articles and illustrations become the property of the HAS/HNHM.

Papers must be in English with British spelling, and be original contributions in the field of an-
imal taxonomy, systematics, zoogeography and ecology. All manuscripts must be submitted to the
Editor-in-Chief.

Entire manuscripts must be submitted in digital form except figures in case if only hardcopy
exists. In the case of multiple authors, the corresponding author should be indicated.

Authors are requested to keep their communications as concise as possible. Footnotes should
be avoided or minimized, and italics should not be used for emphasis. A running head of not more
than 30 letters should be supplied. Lines should be numbered (use your wordprocessor's line number-
ing function).  Authors' name should be small caps.

The manuscript should contain the following information:
Title should be followed by the name and full address of the author(s). Where possible, the fax

and/or e-mail number of the corresponding author should be supplied with the manuscript, for use by
the publisher.

Abstract should be a brief summary of the contents and conclusions of the paper, and should
not be longer than 200 words and should not contain references.

Key words should not be more than five (exceptionally 6) key word entries.
Introduction should contain a brief survey of the relevant literature and the reasons for doing

the work.
Materials and Methods supply sufficient information to permit repetition of the work. The

technical description of methods should be given only when such methods are new.
Results should be presented concisely. Only in exceptional cases will it be permissible to present

the same set of results in both table and a figure. The results section should not be used for discussion.
Discussion should be separate from the results section and should deal with the significance of

the results and their relationship to the object of the work (and, this is the place of the identification
key in taxonomic revisions).

Acknowledgements (at most in 10 lines).
References. In principle the Harvard system is to be followed. References should be detailed

in the following order: authors’ names and initials, year of publication (in parentheses), the title of the
article, the full name of the journal, the volume, and the first and last pages of the article, e.g.

NORRBOM, A. L. & KIM, K. C. (1985) Taxonomy and phylogenetic relationships of Copro-
myza Fallén (s. s.) (Diptera: Sphaeroceridae). Systematic Entomology 78: 331–347.

For books the author’s names, date of publication, title, edition, page reference, publisher’s
name and the place of publication should be given, e.g.

HINTON, H. E. (1981) Biology of insect eggs, vol. 2. Pergamon Press, New York, 234 pp.
or

PAPP, L. & SCHUMANN, H. (2000) Key to families – adults. Pp. 163–200. In: PAPP, L. &
DARVAS, B. (eds): Contributions to a manual of Palaearctic Diptera. Vol. 1. General and applied
dipterology. Science Herald, Budapest.

In the text references should be given as RONKAY and FIBIGER (1993), or (RONKAY & FIBIGER
1993), MARSHALL (1992) or (MARSHALL 1992). When a citation includes more than two authors,
e.g. GREY, BLACK and WHITE, the paper should be referred to in the text as GREY et al., provided that



this not ambiguous. If papers by the same author(s) in the same year are cited, they should be distin-
guished by the letters, a, b, c, etc., e.g. MARSHALL (1992a).

Please do not italicize taxon names in the References.
References to papers “in press” must mean that the article has been accepted for publication.

References to “personal communications” and unpublished work are permitted in the text only: refer-
ences to papers in preparation or submitted are not permissible.

All necessary illustrations should accompany the manuscript, but should not be inserted in
the text. All photographs, graphs and diagrams should be numbered consecutively in Arabic numer-
als in the order in which they are referred to in the text. Glossy photographs or positive prints should
be sent unmounted wherever possible and should be kept to a minimum. Figures should be of good
quality. Explanation of lettering and symbols should be given in the figure caption and only excep-
tionally in the figures. Lettering and symbols to appear on the illustration should be of sufficient size
to allow for considerable reduction where necessary (usually proper for a 50% reduction in size).
Scales must be indicated on micrographs, not by magnifications in the legends. Figure size must not
exceed 24×30 cm. On the back of each illustration should be indicated the author’s name, the figure
number (in Arabic numerals), and the top of the illustration, where this is not clear. Half-tones should
be included only when they are essential. Details and quotation of publication of colour plates should
be made to the editors. The following symbols should be used on line drawing: ● ■ ❍ ❏ ◆ ▲ etc.

Legends to figures should be incorporated into the text of the caption. They should give suffi-
cient data to make the illustration comprehensible without reference to the text.

Tables and appendices should be constructed so as to be intelligible without reference to the
text, numbered in Arabic numerals. Every table should be provided with an explanatory caption and
each column should carry an appropriate heading. Units of measure should always be indicated
clearly (metric units are preferred). All tables and figures must be referred to in the text.

Only standard abbreviations should be used. Arbitrary abbreviations and jargon will not be
accepted.

The Latin names should be given for all species used in the investigation, although taxonomic
affiliation and authority need not be provided in the title. Genus and species names should be italics
except in the references.

Page proofs will be sent to the author (or the first-mentioned author in a paper of multiple au-
thorship) for checking. Corrections to the proofs must be restricted to printers’ errors. Any substantial
alterations other than these may be charged to the author. Authors are particularly requested to return
their corrected proofs as quickly as possible in order to facilitate rapid publication. Please note that
authors are urged to check their proofs carefully before return, since late corrections cannot be guar-
anteed for inclusion in the printed journal.

Fifty reprints free of charge will be sent to the first author; extra copies of the issue (at a spe-
cially reduced rate) can be ordered on the form which will accompany the proofs. These should be re-
turned to: The Editorial Office of the Acta Zoologica, Hungarian Natural History Museum, Buda-
pest, Baross u. 13, H-1088, Hungary

The page charge required from authors outside Hungary is USD 15 per printed page. In ex-
ceptional cases, the page charge may be waived. Please contact the editor in before submitting a paper
if you ask for a waiver. Authors of papers exceeding 16 printed pages are asked to pay USD 40 (or
HUF equivalent) for each such page, i.e. all costs of publication (irrespective of their nationality).
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